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From The President
By: Celia Simon

“Here we come again . ...” We are planning our annual
Gala to celebrate our Old Courthouse and raise money to
match the TDOT grant—we must match 20% to their
80%.

We will honor Frank V. Williams 111 for his contributions
to saving our building from demolition in the 1970’s and
his continued support for our preservation efforts. Both
Marilyn McCluen and Gerald Largen have agreed to
share their memories of Frank—maybe a little roasting,
too?

Of course, we will have tasty hors d'oeuvres, wine, and soft
drinks between 6:30 and 8:00 pm, with the program
beginning at 8:00.

Bruce Cantrell is in charge of planning the Gala this year,
and he is “cracking his whip” to get us all busy with
various parts of the evening. As always, we will have a
silent auction with many historical and unique items. If
you have an item that you would like to donate to us for

the silent auction (it could even be something that has been
sitting in your attic for years), please call or email me (865-
603-0307 or celiatn@gmail.com) and I will pick it up from
you.

We always encourage our board members (and anyone
else who likes to play dress up) to come to the Gala in
historic dress from any era that interests them. But even
if you don’t have anything historic to wear, we still want
you to join us for an evening of celebrating our grand “old
lady” and socializing with others who care about
preserving our heritage for future generations. We have
many Roane County Heritage Commission members who
are not natives of Roane County (I am not, even though
I’ve lived in Roane County for most of my adult life). We
are so pleased to have both Roane natives and immigrants
to share in our efforts.

Remember . . . Saturday, October 2, 6:30 “till whenever
you get tired!

Building Report
By: Tom McMurray — Building Committee Chair.
We continue to work with Frank Sparkman, our architect, on the state grant for phase 2, the visitor center and transportation
museum. Contract bid documents and plans were approved by the Tennessee Department of Transportation on June 17, 2010.

The State is currently reviewing our soft match (Architect Fees). When we have final authority to proceed to construction; we
expect to have the work completed within 180 days.

Look What's Happening! !

The Heritage Commission’s biggest fund-raiser of the year, the annual Gala in honor of
the historic Roane County Court will be held Saturday, October 2™. Please read more
about it in Celia’s “From The President.”
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Judy & Stan Wassom

With great sadness, we report the passing of Judith “Judy” Owings Wassom, Heritage Commission board member
and her husband Stan Wassom. Both were interested and worked hard to promote and preserve Rockwood and
Roane County’s history. Judy, a native of Roane County and the daughter of Zola and Tom Owings, she died
April 11, 2010. She was very active in Rockwood 2000 and opened her home to the Rockwood Christmas Home
Tour. She was in her 45th year of teaching at Roane County High.

Her husband of 46 years, Stan Wassom died on Feb. 21, 2010. He had helped Judy in the Christmas home tour
portraying Union General John T. Wilder, one of the founders of Rockwood. He was elected to the Rockwood City
Council in 2009 and at his death, Judy was named to the City Council.

They leave a daughter, Zoe, and four grandchildren.

\
McCourthouse Night

Mark your calendars. The next McDonald’s McCourthouse night is August 17, 2010 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at both
the Harriman and Kingston locations. Volunteers are needed to hand out brochures about the Old Courthouse.

If you are interested in volunteering for an hour or two, please contact us at 376-9211.

Roane County Officials, 1801-Present

Roane County Executive Mike Farmer, with one of the
plaques in the current courthouse naming all the county
officials from 1801. Mike says “It very important to
recognize and honor those who have served Roane
County.”

COUNTY EXECUTIVES

Gerald Largen, 1978-1982
Ken Yager, 1982-2006
Mike Farmer, 2006-

Although these lists have been checked and re-checked there are probably mistakes. There are some gaps in dates
due to changes in the laws and offices being created and eliminated at various times. Also, some of the gaps are
due to the lack of information contained in the County Court Minutes. Any corrections are welcomed. County

Court began in 1801. Circuit Court began in 1810. Chancery Court began in 1824. General Sessions Court began

in 1960. The position of County Judge/Executive began in 1905. The position of Property/Tax Assessor began in
1908. The position of Road Superintendent began in 1960. The position of Election Registrar began in 1949.
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COUNTY JUDGES

John W. Staples, 1905-1906
George P. Lindsley, 1906-1918
Thomas F. Ingram, 1918-1934

Elmer L. Eblen, 1934-1958

Sterling Roberts, 1958-1967

James Franklin (Frank)
Qualls, 1967-1974
William A. Newcomb, 1972-
1973 (acting)
William F. Ferguson, 1973-
1974 (acting)

S. Wallace Brewer, 1974-1982

COUNTY COURT CLERKS

Henry Breazeale, 1801-1836
Henry H. Wiley, 1836-1840
Austin L. Greene, 1840-1860
James T. Shelley, 1860-1861
Austin L. Greene, 1861-1864
Samuel L. Childress, 1864-1864
James M. Sturgess, 1864-1878
James C. Pope, 1878-1909
David H. Evans, 1910-1930
Robert (Bob) Parker, 1930-
1962
James C. (Jim) Easter, 1962-
1983
Dorothy Marshall, 1983-2006
Barbara Anthony, 2006-

CIRCUIT COURT CLERKS

William Brown, 1810-1833
Elbridge G. Sevier, 1833-1836
Henry S. Purris, 1836-1844
Thomas A. Brown, 1844-1848
John A. Patton, 1848-1854
William S. Patton, 1854-1874
Evan E. Young, 1874-1882
John F. Cormany, 1882-1890
James M. Hartley, 1890-1898
Samuel H. Bright, 1898-1906
Thomas F. Ingram, 1906-1914
William E. Ellis, 1914-1926
John J. Ragle, 1926-1930
Josh Fulks, 1930-1947
Clara B. (Mrs. Josh) Fulks,
1947-1962
Madge (Maggie) Sneed, 1962-
1966
Charles C. Snow, 1966-1986
Louise Thomas, 1986-1994
Angela Randolph, 1994-

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES

Note: The dates of the Judges
overlap before 1836 as several
judges served at different times
during the same year.

James Trimble, 1810-1811
William Cocke, 1812
P.W. Humphreys, 1812
Thomas Stuart, 1813, 1815
Nathaniel W. Williams, 1813,
1820, 1823, 1826, 1833
Archibald Roane, 1814
William Kelly, 1814
Bennett Searcy, 1815
Edward Scott, 1816-1819, 1828,
1832, 1834, 1838-1844
Thomas Emmerson, 1816-1818
Samuel Powel, 1819
Charles F. Keith, 1820-1825,
1827-1837
Ebenezer Alexander, 1844-
1857
James M. Welcker, 1857-1858
Thomas C. Lyon, 1858
George Brown, 1859-1863
Elijah T. Hall, 1864-1878
Samuel A. Rodgers, 1878-1899
James G. Parks, 1899-1901
N.Q. Allen, 1901-1902
George L. Burke, 1902-1910
Sam C. Brown, 1910-1926
Pat Quinn, 1926-1948
W. Wayne Oliver, 1948-1967
Willard Kittrell, Jr., 1967-1978
Don T. McMurray, 1978-1990
Russell E. Simmons, Jr., 1990-

CRIMINAL COURT JUDGES

Note: Prior to 1915, the Circuit
Court Judge also handled
Criminal Court. There was no
judge from 1922 till 1925 when
the 4th Judicial Circuit Court
was created.

Xen Hicks, 1915-1922
John J. Blair, 1925-1936
Mr. Sue K. Hicks, 1937-1958
James C. Witt, 1958-1966
Lloyd G. McCluen, 1966-1978
Don T. McMurray, 1978-1978
E. Eugene Eblen, 1978-

REGISTER OF DEEDS

John Stone, 1801-1807
John McEwen, 1807-1821
Henry S. Purris, 1822-1833
Henry H. Wiley, 1833-1836

Robert D. Duncan, 1836-1844
John A. Patton, 1844-1848
John H. Taylor, 1848-1852

Robert M. Allison, 1852-1864

William H. King, 1865-1870

J.C. Clark, 1870-1872

Gus A. Guenther, 1872-1874

Robert M. Allison, 1874-1878

John Sturges, 1878-1882
Samuel D. Stanfiel, 1878-1883

Robert T. Stanfiel, 1883-1886
W. Thomas Childress, 1886-
1887
Samuel P. Sparks, 1887-1888
Henry E. Ball, 1888-1890
James L. Young, 1890-1907
Lee H. Lowery, 1907-1908
J. Rufus Hart, 1908-1910
James A. Blye, 1910-1915
John B. Ladd, 1915-1922
Dora C. Blye, 1922-1930
Mrs. Lou R. Breazeale, 1930-
1934
Olive R. Staples, 1934-1951
Helen Brackett Davis, 1951-
1954
Marilyn Black, 1954-1972
Madge (Maggie) Sneed, 1972-
1982
Maxie M. Crowe, 1982-1998
Marlene Henry, 1998-2006
Sharon Brackett, 2006-

SHERIFFS

John Brown, 1801-1825
Robert S. Gilliland, 1825-1831
Joseph Byrd, 1831-1838
Lewis Burris, 1838-1844
Edward McDuffee, 1844-1850
Sterling T. Turner, 1850-1856
Rufus Marney, 1856-1856
David G. Taylor, 1856-1864
Isham Young, 1864-1865
Henry Crumbliss, 1865-1866
Samuel P. Evans, 1866-1869
John Marney, 1869-1874
David G. Taylor, 1874-1880
John Marney, 1880-1882
Samuel P. Sparks, 1882-1886
James J. Bowers, 18861888
Richard S. Ladd, 1888-1892
James J. Bowers, 1892-1894
Richard S. Ladd , 1894-1895
R.W. Gambill, 1895-1895
(acting)

William A. Butler, 1895-1900
Thomas F. Ingram, 1900-1906
James L. Johnson, 1906- 1910
Walter W. Roberts, 1910-1912
Roscoe C. Marney, 1912-1914
Walter W. Roberts, 1914-1919
Joseph (Joe) Miller, 1919-1920
Thomas C. Whitlock, Jr.,
1920-1922
James L. Johnson, 1922-1925
Thomas Elmer Goodwin,
1925-1925 (acting)
Walter W. Roberts, 1925-1926
Criss J. Ladd, 1926-1927
Thomas Elmer Goodwin,
1927-1927 (acting)
Frank L. Ladd, 1927-1928
W. Tom Ferguson, 1928-1930

Walter W. Roberts, 1930-1932
Thomas Elmer Goodwin,
1932-1936
Chester Claude Davis, 1936-
1942
Harry A. Carter, 1942-1944
George Sartin, 1944-1946
Harry A. Carter, 1946-1948
Marvin N. Stinecipher, 1948-
1952
Robert M. “Bob” DeLaney,
1952-1954
Marvin N. Stinecipher, 1954—
1956
Robert M. “Bob” DeLaney,
1956-1960
Marvin N. Stinecipher, 1960-
1962
Herbert Stanley, 1962-1966

Robert Elliott, 1966-1968
Herbert Stanley, 1968-1972
Arnold Clower, 1972-1978

Gillis Narramore, 1978-1982
Arnold Clower, 1982-1993
David Haggard, 1993-2006

Jack Stockton, 2006-

TRUSTEE

Note: There is no indication of
a Trustee until Isham Cox was
elected to the position in 1803.

Isham Cox, 1803-1820
William C. McKamey, 1820-
1833
William Galbraith, 1833-1836
Thomas McConnell, 1836-1842
William M. Work, 1842-1849
George Yost, 1849-1860
Robert K. Byrd, 1860-1862
William S. McEwen, 1862-1864
William C. Turner, 1864-1866
Robert Marney, 1866-1870
James W. McNutt, 1870-1872
Robert Marney, 1872-1874
William Ellis, 1874-1878
Gus A. Guenther, 1878-1884
Joseph A. Muecke, 1884-1886
Samuel E. Harvey, 1886-1892
B.M. Hornsby, 1892-1896
John F. Cormany 1896-1902
David C. Sparks, 1902-1906
Edward C. Roberts, Jr., 1906-
1910
Thomas E. Eblen, 1910-1914
William F. Millican, 1914-1921
Thomas E. Eblen, 1921-1922
Samuel T. Barnard, 1922-1928
William E. Billings, 1928-1945
Pearl Billings, 1945-1946
Charlie W. Roberts, 1946-1962



Page 4 http://www.roanetnheritage.com

Summer 2010

Continued:
James E. (Bill) Roberts, 1962-1984
Gerald Hensley, 1984-2005
Wilma Eblen, 2005 -

CHANCELLORS

Note: The dates of the Chancellors overlap in the
early days as several Chancellors served at different
times during the same year.

Thomas L. Williams, 1824-1825
Jacob Peck, 1825-1827
Nathan Green, 1828-1831
William E. Anderson, 1828-1829
William A. Cook, 1830-1831
William B. Reese, 1832-1835
Thomas L. Williams, 1836-1854
Thomas Nixon Van Dyke, 1854-1862
Albert G. Welcker, 1862-1864
Daniel C. Trewhitt, 1864-1865
Samuel R. Rodgers, 1865-1866
O.P. Temple, 1866-1878
W.B. Staley, 1878-1886
Henry R. Gibson, 1886-1894
H.B. Lindsay, 1895-1899
Hugh G. Kyle, 1899-1918
John Jennings, Jr., 1918-1923
Hal E. Portrum, 1923-1924
James H. Wallace, 1924-1947
J.R. Ketron, 1947-1948
Joe M. Carden, 1948-1959
Albert G. Shumate, 1959-1971
James O. Phillips, Jr., 1971-1977
Billy Joe White, 1977-1984
Frank V. Williams, 111, 1984-

CLERK AND MASTERS

Thomas N. Clark, Jr., 1824-1834
Thomas Brown, 1834-1848
Thomas N. Clark, Jr., 1848-1864
James T. Shelley, 1864-1870
Henry Crumbliss, 1870-1882
Isaac A. Clark, 1882-1889
Sam P. Sparks, 1889-1891

P.W. Evans, 1891-1897
Daniel M. Coffman, 1897-1901

James G. Crumbliss, 1901-1910

Sam P. Sparks, 1910-1920
Elisha T. McKinney, 1920-1920
William B. Ladd, 1920-1951
Jess E. Pearman, 1951-1977
Marietta Roberts, 1977-1992
Shannon Conley, 1992-

GENERAL SESSIONS JUDGES

Robert L. Badger, 1960-1964
Willard Kittrell, Jr., 1964-1967
E. Eugene Eblen, 1967-1978
Howard Mac Trapp, 1978-1978
Thomas A. Austin, 1978-2006
Dennis W. Humphrey, 1998-
Jeffery H. Wicks, 2006-

PROPERTY/TAX ASSESSOR

William E. Ellis, 1908-1914
W.B. Rose, 1914-1916
R. Sim Bowers, 1916-1918
David P. Roberts, 1918-1920
L.B. Johnson, 1920-1922
W. Thomas Ferguson, 1922-1928
Stephen Willis (Will) Suddath, 1928-1950
Boyd E. Wright, 1950-1952
E.l. (Lish) Tedder, 1952-1963
Marvin N. Stinecipher, 1963-1976
Betty Till, 1976-1992
Teresa Kirkham, 1992-1992
Randy Button, 1992-1994
Teresa Kirkham, 1994-

ELECTION REGISTRAR

Fred W. Ayres, 1949-1950
Mrs. Aetna Davis, 1950-1961
Betty D. Brumley, 1961-1963
Frank S. Sigmon, 1963-1971
Volena C. (Tootsie) Lewis, 1971-1977
Rose Johnson, 1977-1978
Volena C. (Tootsie) Lewis, 1978-1980
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Terry Gamble, 1980-2004
Tony Brown, 2004-2009
Charles Holiway, 2009-

COUNTY ATTORNEYS

Note: There are gaps in dates because the County
Court Minutes do not reference a County Attorney in
those time periods. It is possible that there wasn’t

one.

Robert M. Jones, 1898-1903
Samuel A. Breazeale, 1904-1906
Fred G. Haggard, 1906
Elmer Eblen 1923-1927
Robert B. Cassell, 1929-1930
W. Polk Wright, 1930-1942
James F. Littleton, 1942-1946
Lloyd G. McCluen, 1946-1950
Fred F. Fennell, 1950-1954
J. Frank Qualls, 1954-1964
William A. Newcomb, 1964-1972
Joe H. Walker, 1972-1978
Ken Yager, 1978-1982
J. Scott McCluen, 1982-1998
Tom McFarland, 1998-

ROAD SUPERINTENDENTS

Tommie Brown, 1960-1969
Robert L. (Bob) Collier, 1969-1988
Charles F. Norman, 1988-1996
Grady S. “Tiny” Lassiter, 1996-1999
Judy Bensey, 1999-1999
Tom Hamby, 1999-

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS

James A. Newton, 1873-1874
C.R. Love, 1875-1875
Charles F. Brause, 1875-1876
W.D. Russell, 1879-1882
Henry F. Wheat, 1883-1884
R.C. Marney, 1885-1886
S.W. Gage, 1887-1888
Joseph A. Gilreath, 1889-1890

Miss Lucy Smith, 1891-1892
Stanley Waller, 1893-1894
Ben F. Brown, 1895-1902
Stanley Waller, 1903-1904
J.C. Wright, 1905-1906
Marquis L. Morrison, 1907-1910
Everett B. Booth, 1911-1916
Dudley Tanner, 1917-1918
Everett B. Booth, 1919-1920
James F. Brittain, 1921-1956
Dr. Edward E. Williams, 1956-1963
Robert A. Ladd 1963-1966
Dr. Edward E. Williams, 1966-1978
Jack Staff, 1978-1982
Jim Estes, 1982-1986
Jess H. Plemons, 1986-1994
Gary Collins, 1994-2005
Dr. Toni McGriff, 2005-

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERALS

William Kelly, 1810-1813
James C. Mitchell, 1814-1816
John Wilkinson, 1817-1817
William E. Anderson, 1818-1824
John R. Nelson, 1824-1836
Samuel Frazier, 1836-1838
Ebenezer Alexander, 1838-1839
Robert B. Reynolds, 1840-1847
David H. Cummings, 1848-1851
William G. McAdoo, 1852-1860
Charles M. Alexander, 1860-1862
D.K. Young, 1864-1865
J.M. Thornburgh, 1866-1871
William L. Welcker, 1872-1878
M.L. McConnell, 1878-1886
Franklin D. Owings, 1886-1899
A.J. Fletcher, 1899-1910
T.W. Peace, 1910-1926
R. Beecher Witt, 1926-1958
James Watkins, 1958-1969
Ivo Sanders, 1969-1970
H. Kenneth Deatherage, 1970-1982
Charles E. Hawk, 1982-1998
J. Scott McCluen, 1998-2006
Russell Johnson, 2006-
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John Crawford Vaughn (continued from last issue)

John Crawford Vaughn was a Captain in the 5th
Tennessee Infantry during the Mexican War and he
organized and commanded of the 3rd Tennessee Infantry
CSA. Vaughn’s first action was the first Battle of

Manassas and he was soon promoted to Brigadier General.

Later in the war, he was captured at Vicksburg on July 4,
1863. He then commanded a cavalry brigade in the
Shenandoah Valley. Vaughn was prominently known
enough to be requested to escort President Jefferson Davis
on his escape from Richmond in 1865. He was also
nominated as a speaker of Tennessee Senate in 1871.
Vaughn was a former Tennessee merchant before his
military career. After all of his amazing accomplishments,

he passed away peacefully on September 10, 1875 at his
home in Thomasville, GA. He is buried there with his
second wife Florence L. Jones Vaughn.

There is much more information on John Crawford
Vaughn in the archives files and library. The amazement
of his military abilities and career seem to never end, and
his life is full of details of the time period that was so full of
dramatic events. The Civil War in itself was a tragic but
memorable time period that we each carry in our family
trees. John Crawford Vaughn was a hero in his own time
and his information should be passed down to each of our
future generations.

Donations to Archives & Library

Mac Abel — 1920 Harriman High School Annual, numerous historic postcards
Avery Trace Chapter, NSDAR — Cemetery Atlas for Jonesville Cemetery

Rebecca Carroll — book, Milk Glass Moon

Corey Davidson — book, Cemeteries of Campbell County, Tennessee

Ray Day - copies of records of the early Daysville Post Office

Imogene Deatherage — early newspaper articles, program announcements for opening of current courthouse and Kingston’s
175th anniversary and memorabilia from the Kingston Bank & Trust

Donna Hart Dudek — photo of teacher Gertrude Hart and her basketball team from Swan Pond School taken in 1925 or 1926
Shirley Houser Galloway - books, Galloway Connections and Grandma Galloway Said It Was So . . .

Cynthia Judd Gunter — book, Ancestors of Henry Franklin Gunter & Mae Louise McElroy.

Frances Hickey — historic Rockwood map

James Hickey — 1915 drug store controlled drugs register, Indian Tavern Store Ledger from Montgomery, Morgan County,
1837-1854

Jean Fowler Hinkle, Judy Lumpkin Griffin and Jo Freytag Davis — book, Bryant Family History

Glenda Johnson — early newspapers

Richard Kyker — family information on Byrd and Greer lines

Kay Lamb - numerous genealogical quarterlies

Helen Lane — Gilliam family photos

Jerry Long — Long family information

Marilyn McCluen — McCartt family photo album, several historical and genealogy books.

Tom Milligan - Jeffery family information

Betty Neff — account book and “Commercial Calculator” book with McElroy family info.

Frank Parker - historic postcard of Muecke’s Tourist Home

Ted Perry — token from Kingston Cash Grocery
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New Members & Renewals Since the last newsletter

Joe & Rosemary Alexander
Bill & Barbara Arnold
Robert Bailey - Friend

Jackie Barkworth
Troy & Carolyn Beets
Marilyn J. Black
Loren & Connie Bone - Friend
Edgar & Kay Bowers
Sharon Brackett
Barbara Cantrell
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cardwell & Amy
Don & Una Coffman
Stan & Peggy Cook
Charley & Rhonda Crass
Barbara Curbow & Jamey McLoughlin
Deborah Alexander-Davis & Bobby Davis
Martha Deaderick
Michael A. Demyanovich - Friend
Marilyn Elkins
Dick Evans & Celia Simon - Friend
Sam Furrow - Friend
Joy Goldberg
Gary & Carol Grametbauer
Bob & Carolyn Henderson
June Graves Hensley
Harry C. Howard
Dr. Linda G. Hunter
Dusti Ide
Sheila D. Jackson
Hal & Margaret Jones
Paul Lemasters - Friend
Barbara & Jim Louckes
Janet Lysaght
Gary L. McDonald & Brenda H. McDonald
Tom & Cherie McMurray - Patron
Sally Merian
Amanda D. Miller
Sara & Bob Monroe
Jack & Sue Muecke
Bob & Carol Nall
Tyler & Laura Overstreet
Pat & Joe Parker
Jim & Wanda Pinkerton
Jess & Linda Rittenhouse
Arthur & Gina Rivers
Roane County Republican Party
Lynne & Laura Roberson
Alexis Scholz
Boyd & Shirley Smith
Wayne & Kay Smith
Frank Sparkman - Friend
Mr. & Mrs. C. Edward Statzer
Jerry & Charlotte Stephens - Friend
Dave & Helen Stevenson
Joyce & Tom Tidwell
Darleen Trent
Larry & Lilly Trotter
Joe Walker

Terry & Leota Wallick
George and Ginny Warlick
David & Mary A. Wesolowski - Friend
Glenda Johnson-White - Friend
Mary B. Will
George E. Wilson 111 - Friend
Nick & Jerri Zurcher

Business Renewals

AGA Insurance, Inc.
Jerry’s Exterminating
Motel 6 - Kingston
Oak Ridge Utility District

Donations

Bill & Barbara Arnold
Jackie Bartworth
Marilyn J. Black
Barbara Cantrell
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cardwell & Amy
CROET
Deborah Alexander-Davis & Bobby Davis
Martha Deaderick
Sam Furrow
Gary & Carol Grametbauer
Cynthia Judd Gunter
June Graves Hensley
Harry C. Howard
McDonald’s Restaurants-Kingston & Harriman
Oak Ridge Utility District
June Partain
Shirley Scarborough
Charles & Vickie Smith
Joyce & Tom Tidwell
US Bank
Pauline A. Wagner

Memorial Donations

In memory of Joe & Susan Pope by their only
granddaughter Virginia Morton

In memory of Dick Merian by David B. Stevenson

Honorary Donations

In honor of Rachel Parker’s birthday by Sally Merian



	Page1
	page2
	page3
	page4
	page5
	page6
	page7

